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DEFINITIONS

Transmission 
Transmission lines make up 
Alberta’s electric highway, 
linking the places where power 
is generated to where power is 
used. Transmission lines transport 
large amounts of power over long 
distances across the province. 
The transmission system connects 
diverse sources of power generation 
including wind, high-efficiency coal, 
natural gas and more. 

Alberta Utilities 
Commission 
The Alberta Utilities Commission 
(AUC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. AltaLink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AUC and the AUC 
reviews them in a public process.

March 2016
Volume 2

We would like to provide you with an update about 
our progress with the proposed Fortis Wainwright 
Transmission Reinforcement project. 

Using stakeholder input gathered during our first round of consultation 
and through consideration of other factors, we have refined our routes for 
the proposed transmission lines and determined preferred and alternate 
routes and have removed other route options from consideration.

 As a follow-up to the first round of consultation on the Fortis Wainwright 
Transmission Reinforcement project, we are providing you with: 

• project details regarding the proposed routes 

• maps of the proposed project 

• information about how you can provide your input

• the project schedule

What progress have we made?
The feedback gathered from stakeholders during one-on-one consultation, 
along with results from field work, preliminary engineering and further 
analysis, have been used to refine the route options for the project. 
Altalink will undertake further consultation with stakeholders and 
additional survey work on the remaining routes before filing a facility 
application with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC) in Summer 2016. 
The routes and project details are described in this information package. 

Please join us at our open house on Thursday, April 7, 2016  from      
3 - 7 p.m. at the Wainwright Communiplex. Further details inside.   

  

Electric system improvements 
near you
Fortis Wainwright Transmission Reinforcement 

PLEASE NOTE:
For stakeholders who are no longer on a proposed route, 
you will not receive any further correspondence from us 
about this project. If you wish to follow the progress of the 
project or if you have questions, please contact us using any 
of the ways listed in this newsletter.

CONTACT US
1-877-267-1453
stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca 

Visit us online at 
www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects
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DEFINITIONS

Substation 
Substations are the connection 
points between power lines of 
varying voltages and contain 
equipment that controls and 
protects the flow of power. 
Substations include transformers 
that step down and step up the 
voltage so power can be transmitted 
through transmission lines or 
distributed to your community 
through distribution lines. 

Alberta Electric System 
Operator
The AESO is an independent, not-
for-profit organization responsible 
for the safe, reliable and economic 
planning and operation of the pro-
vincial transmission grid. For more 
information about why this project 
is needed, please refer to the AESO’s 
Need Overview included with this 
package, or visit www.aeso.ca. If 
you have any questions or concerns 
about the need for this project 
you may contact the AESO directly. 
You can also make your questions 
or concerns known to an AltaLink 
representative who will collect 
your personal information for the 
purpose of addressing your ques-
tions and/or concerns to the AESO. 
This process may include disclosure 
of your personal information to the 

AESO.  

The existing Wainwright Substation 
is pictured on the right. 

Project details 
 
Fortis has requested this project to help improve the reliability of the power 
system in the area. Transmission system reinforcements in the Wainwright 
area are required to ensure that residents, businesses and industrial facilities 
continue to have a reliable supply of electricity for years to come. The proposed 
project involves building a new transmission line and upgrading the existing 
Wainwright Substation located within SE-10-45-7-W4. 

We are proposing to build approximately 26 kilometres (16 miles)  of 138 
kilovolt (kV) transmission line. Please see the enclosed maps for more details 
about these routes.

Substation upgrades

To accommodate the new line, we are proposing to upgrade the existing 
Wainwright Substation. The upgrades include adding: 
• two new 138 kV breakers
• other associated equipment

In addition, approximately a 20 metre (65 feet) fenceline expansion to the 
north and two metres (6.5 feet) to the west of the substation will be required 
to accommodate these upgrades. This expansion will  occur on AltaLink 
owned land. 

Please note: 
Since our previous mailout the AESO has informed us that the 61L and 61AL 
transmission lines will be discontinued for transmission use. If you are affected 
by the removal of this line, you will be contacted by us separately. 

You may have received previous communication from us about the Central East 
Transmission Development (CETD) project. For more information on the other 
developments please contact the AESO or visit www.aeso.ca.
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The people living and working 
in the area know the land and 
the communities best. We 
do not predetermine where 
a transmission line might go. 
Consultation with stakeholders 
is an important part of the 
siting process when trying to 
determine the route with a 
low overall impact. 

How did we determine preferred and alternate 
routes?

Of the potential routes considered in the Fortis Wainwright project area, we 
believe the preferred is the best solution for this project as it has low overall 
environment, social and economic effects. The alternate route also presents 
a viable alternative. None of these options have been approved. We intend 
to submit these routes in our facilities application to the Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC). The AUC can approve either route or a combination of the 
preferred and alternate route in their decision.

Route selection 
AltaLink takes several factors into consideration in an effort to find a route 
or routes with low overall environmental, social and economic effects.  In 
addition to stakeholder input some of the factors we consider include:

• Agricultural
• Residential
• Environmental
• Visual
• Cost

Stakeholder input with respect to the effects listed above is an important part 
of our planning process.  Please let us know what other factors are important 
to you.
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Alberta’s natural landscapes are 
home to many diverse animals, 
including more than 400 different 
species of birds. Through Altalink’s 
Avian Protection Program we 
offer unique solutions for birds 
including constructing nesting 
platforms for the endangered 
ferruginous hawk, relocating 
osprey nests from power poles 
to safe nesting places and much 
more. 

We’re active in protecting wildlife 
and have several programs in 
place including the first-of-its-kind 
GreenJacketTM – a product that 
protects wildlife from coming 
into contact with equipment in 
substations. And that’s just the 
beginning. For more information, 
including our innovative 
environmental programs, 
please visit www.altalink.ca/
environment.

Preferred route

The preferred route follows the existing alignment of 61L from the Wainwright 
51S substation to point designation C5. From C5, it follows Range Road 85 and 
Township Road 450 to D25.

This route is the preferred route for some of the following reasons:
• it follows linear disturbances
• it provides the opportunity to re-use an existing right-of-way for a portion of 

the route
• it has low residential effects
• it has low agricultural effects 

Preferred route variant  

As a result of further field work, a variant to the preferred route has been added 
in the south east corner of SE-6-45-8-W4 between point designations D3 and 
D7. This adjustment angles across the quarter section in order to avoid a steep, 
sloped area, and would reduce tree clearing and cost. 

If the preferred route is approved, approximately 3.2 km (2 miles) of existing 138 
kV transmission line can be removed between B20 and D25.

Alternate route 

The alternate route follows Range Road 72 north to point designation A5. From 
there, it turns west and follows Township Road 452 to B20.

This route segment is being considered for some of the following reasons:
• it follows existing linear disturbances
• it provides good access for maintenance and operation of the line
• it has low agricultural impacts

Preferred/Alternate connector 

The route segment between designation points C5-B10 (as seen on the DP1 map 
included in this package), connects the preferred and alternate routes, enabling 
different route segment combinations. 

Previously considered route segments 

We removed several route segments from consideration based on their
agricultural and environmental effects, constructability factors, cost and 
stakeholder feedback. In an effort to determine low overall environmental, 
social and economic effects, we carefully analyzed all the route options and have 
removed the route segments indicated as a grey line on the location map (page 
2) and the DP map included in this package.
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Transmission structures

The proposed transmission structures, which will be either single or two pole 
and will: 

• be wood or steel 

• be approximately 17-22 metres (57 - 72 feet) tall

• have a distance between structures of approximately 100 - 250 metres 
(330 - 820 feet)

In some areas, distribution lines may be underbuilt on the transmission line. 

A structure with distribution 
underbuild, a two pole 
structure and a one pole 
structure are pictured below. 

Easements, off right-of-way access and construction
workspace

Where the transmission line is located on property AltaLink will require a
20 metre (65 feet) right-of-way, which will be acquired from landowners
in the form of an easement agreement. AltaLink may require additional off 
right-of-way access and construction workspace outside of the right-of-way 
in certain areas during construction. The construction workspace is shown on 
the Strip Mosaic maps along the entire length of the line. AltaLink will consult 
with all affected landowners regarding the potential construction workspace. 
Not all of this construction workspace and off right-of- way access is required. 
All construction workspace and off right-of-way access will be discussed with 
landowners prior to, and during construction of the line.

Where the transmission line is proposed in road allowance, AltaLink may 
require a 10 metre (33 feet) right-of-way on adjacent property for access and 
vegetation removal. In addition to this right-of-way, AltaLink may require an 
additional 10 metre (33 feet) of construction workspace on property in order 
to construct the transmission line. The construction workspace is intended to 
be primarily used for access of equipment during construction. 

AltaLink may need up to 100 metres (328 feet) for stringing behind some 
corner structures. The additional construction workspace, including the 
potential stringing areas are shown on the strip mosaic maps. Similar
to where the line is located on property AltaLink will not require all of the 
construction workspace. All construction workspace will be discussed with 
landowners prior to, and during construction of the line.
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How to provide your input
Stakeholder input is critical to identifying a low overall impact solution for this 
project. You can provide your input in any of the following ways:

 
PARTICIPATE IN A ONE-ON-ONE CONSULTATION

We will contact all occupants, residents and landowners who are located on or 
directly adjacent to the Fortis Wainwright Transmission Reinforcement project 
to gather input through one-on-one consultations.  

During the one-on-one process we will document the information you provide 
and respond to any questions or concerns you may have about the project. 

AltaLink is committed to sharing information about its projects and working 
with the public to gather and respond to stakeholder input and concerns. A 
summary of stakeholder comments will be incorporated into the application 
submitted to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC).   

Date Location Address Time

Thursday, April 7, 
2016

Wainwright 
Communiplex

700 2 Ave. 
Wainwright AB 
T9W 1C4

3 p.m. – 7 p.m.

ATTEND OUR OPEN HOUSE 
We will be available to share information, gather your input and respond to 
any questions or concerns you might have.

Anticipated project schedule

Although we attempt to follow the anticipated project schedule, it is subject to change. We will continue 
to provide you with updated schedule information if required as the project progresses.

Notify and consult with stakeholders Fall  2015 - Spring 2016

File application with Alberta Utilities 
Commission (AUC) Summer 2016

Start construction if project is approved  Summer 2017

Completed construction Summer 2018

Electric and Magnetic 
Fields (EMF)
AltaLink recognizes that people have 
concerns about exposure to Electric 
and Magnetic Fields (EMF) and we 
take those concerns very seriously.

Everyone in our society is exposed to 
EMF from many sources, including:

• power lines and other electrical 
facilities

• electrical appliances in your 
home

• building wiring

National and international 
organizations such as the Health 
Canada and World Health 
Organization have been conducting 
and reviewing research about EMF 
for more than 40 years. Based on this 
research, these organizations have 
not recommended the general public 
take steps to limit their everyday 
exposure to EMF from high voltage 
transmission lines.

If you have any questions about 
EMF please contact us:

Website: www.altalink.ca/emf 
Email: emfdialogue@altalink.ca 
Toll-free phone number: 
1 -866-451-7817
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What’s next? 
The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) received a system access request 
from Fortis to improve the reliability in the Wainwright area. The AESO will file 
a Needs Application with the AUC. After our consultation process is complete 
we will file a Facilities Application with the AUC. We will inform stakeholders 
of the routes we file with the AUC. If this project is approved, only one route 
will be constructed. 

The AUC will review both the Needs Application and the Facilities Application 
at the same time through a process in which stakeholders can participate. To 
learn more about the AUC process and how you can become involved, please 
refer to the brochure included in this package titled Public invovlement in a 
proposed utility development. 

Date Location Address Time

Thursday, April 7, 
2016

Wainwright 
Communiplex

700 2 Ave. 
Wainwright AB 
T9W 1C4

3 p.m. – 7 p.m.

DEFINITION

Needs Application 
The AESO submits Needs 
Applications to the AUC for review. 
A Needs Application describes why 
a transmission project is required. 
The AUC may review a Needs 
Application at the same time it 
reviews a Facilities Application, 
or may review each application 
separately. The AUC must approve 
a Needs Application before 
construction can begin.

DEFINITION

Facilities Application 
AltaLink submits Facilities 
Applications to the AUC for review. 
A Facilities Application describes 
how AltaLink proposes to meet the 
requirements for a transmission 
project. It includes routing 
details, results of the participant 
involvement program and technical 
details. Facilities Applications must 
be approved by the AUC before 
construction can begin.

WANT TO RECEIVE 
PROJECT UPDATES 
VIA EMAIL? 
Visit altalink.ca/projects and 
search for “Fortis Wainwright 
Transmission Reinforcement” 
to subscribe. 

Projects in the area
AltaLink is working on another project in the area to make sure your lights 
come on at the flick of the switch.

Project name Description Status

Central East 
Transmission 
Development 
(CETD)

AltaLink proposed to upgrade its 
transmission system in the Wainwright, 
Provost and surrounding areas to 
make sure residents, businesses and 
industrial facilities continue to have a 
reliable supply of electricity for years 
to come.

On hold. For more 
information on the 
other developments 
of CETD please contact 
the AESO or visit www.
aeso.ca. 

61L/61AL 
Transmission Line 
Removal

The Alberta Electric System Operator 
has recently informed AltaLink that 
the 61L and 61AL transmission 
lines are no longer needed for 
transmission use. These 69 kilovolt 
(kV) transmission lines were built 
in the 1950’s and have reached the 
end of their life. We are proposing 
to remove these transmission lines 
from service.

Consultation is 
currently underway.
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2611 - 3rd Avenue SE
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7

Let’s talk transmission

www.facebook.com/
altalinktransmission

www.twitter.com/altalink

 
Contact us

To learn more about the proposed Fortis Wainwright Transmission 
Reinforcement, please contact:

ALTALINK 
1-877-267-1453 (toll-free)  
Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca  
Website: www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects

To learn more about Alberta’s electric system and the need for the project, 
please contact:

ALBERTA ELECTRIC SYSTEM OPERATOR (AESO)
1-888-866-2959 (toll-free)  
Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALBERTA UTILITIES COMMISSION (AUC) 
780-427-4903  
(You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number).  
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

PRIVACY COMMITMENT

AltaLink is committed to protecting your privacy. Your personal information is collected 
and will be protected under AltaLink’s Privacy Policy and the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act. As part of the regulatory process for new transmission projects, 
AltaLink may provide your personal information to the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). 
For more information about how AltaLink protects your personal information, visit our 
website at www.altalink.ca/privacy or contact us directly via e-mail privacy@altalink.ca or 
phone at 1-877-267-6760.

INCLUDED IN THIS 
INFORMATION 
PACKAGE:
• Project map
• AESO Need Overview
• AUC brochure: Public 

involvement in a proposed 
utility development


